
 
 
 
January 2012 

 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 

First of all we would like to thank you most sincerely for the harmonious relationship we have enjoyed during the 
past year. 

In addition, we like to introduce the latest amendments of the requirements in the Oeko-Tex® Standard 100. This 
routine update, published 1st January 2012, is based on continues monitoring of the market, new scientific 
knowledge and consideration of the REACh legislation, including the SVHC substances relevant to textile 
manufacturing. The new regulations will come into force on 01.04.2012 after a transition period of three months:  

 The parameter Plasticisers has been expanded with following new phthalates: Di-C6-8-chain alkyl 
phthalates, Di-C7-11-chain alkyl phthalates, Di-n-hexyl phthalates (DHP) and Bis-(2-methoxyethyl)-
phthalates. These substances are added to the phthalates already listed in the Oeko-Tex Standard 100. 
The total limit value of 0.1 % weight by weight remains unchanged. 

 Leather articles in product class IV can be certified according to Oeko-Tex® Standard 100 if the 
extractable chromium content is below the limit value of < 10 mg/kg. This exception to the usual 
chromium limit values for textile articles corresponds to the best available technology on the market at 
the current time and does not pose any toxicological risk when such products are used as intended. 

 With the new parameter Solvent Residues (covering 1-Methyl-2-pyrrolidone (NMP) and N,N-
Dimethylacetamide (DMAc) wet-spun synthetic fibre and coatings will be tested on solvent residues. 
The limit value is 0.1% weight by weight. This is in reference to the current version of the REACh 
candidate list. 

 In analogy to the existing ban on the surfactants Alkylphenol ethoxylates (APEO) within the scope of 
certification of environmentally-friendly production sites according to OEKO-TEX® Standard 1000, the 
testing for Nonylphenols, Nonylphenol-(1-9)-ethoxylates, Octylphenols and Octylphenol-(1-2)-
ethoxylates will in future also be implemented in the product certification according to OEKO-TEX® 
Standard 100. The newly proposed limit values for this class of chemicals are: 

  Nonylphenol: 100 mg/kg 

  Octylphenol: 100 mg/kg 

  Total Nonylphenol (1-9) ethoxylates: 1000 mg/kg 

  Total Octylphenol (1-2) ethoxylates: 1000 mg/kg 

The tests begin with the publication of the new Standard. In order to allow companies an adequate time 
frame to implement any necessary changes in their production, the requirements will only come into 
force definitively after a transition period on 1 April 2013. This regulation does not apply to companies 
certified according to OEKO-TEX® Standard 1000, as they already comply with the required criteria.  

The new requirements of the Oeko-Tex® Standard 100 are available as download on the website 
www.testex.com together with the updated application forms for certification.  

Moreover we like to inform that TESTEX is the first provider of proficiency tests for textiles and textile-related 
products worldwide to be accredited by the Swiss Accreditation Service (SAS) under the new ISO/IEC 17043 
standard (Conformity assessment - General requirements for proficiency testing). The audit was conducted in 
April 2011 and accreditation was awarded on 25 November 2011 with accreditation No. SPTS 002. Its scope is 
defined in the official directory of accredited providers of round robin tests, in which the individual tests 
performed in the four round robin tests are listed. Participation in the round robin test “Colour Fastness” might be 
very helpful for your assurance of quality control testing. 



 

Please do not hesitate to contact us, if you have any further questions. 

 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
TESTEX AG, Swiss Textile Testing Institute 
Gotthardstrasse 61, P. O. Box 2156, CH-8027 Zürich 
Phone 41 44 206 42 42, Fax 41 44 206 42 30 
zuerich@testex.com www.testex.com 
 
 
 
 














